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	SN
	Occasions to Call the Master (As required by the SMS, Master’s Standing Orders and night orders including the following).

Laminated copy to be maintained in wheelhouse.

	1. 
	If restricted visibility is encountered or expected

	2. 
	If traffic conditions, density or the movements of other ships including concentration of fishing vessels or if the configuration of radar plots are causing concern

	3. 
	When a distress alert has been received or a distress signal has been sighted

	4. 
	If difficulties are experienced in maintaining course due to heavy traffic, weather, sea etc

	5. 
	When there is a significant difference between the latest observed position and the expected position of the ship

	6. 
	On failure to sight land, a navigation mark or obtain soundings by the expected time

	7. 
	If, unexpectedly, land or a navigation mark is sighted or an unexpected change in soundings occurs

	8. 
	If amendments to the passage plan require immediate approval

	9. 
	If there is a breakdown of the engines, propulsion machinery remote control, steering gear or any essential navigational equipment, alarm or indicator

	10. 
	If the communications or GMDSS radio equipment malfunctions

	11. 
	In heavy weather, if any doubt about the possibility of weather damage

	12. 
	If the ship meets any hazard to navigation, such as ice or a derelict or unlit craft 

	13. 
	If any vessel security concerns arise

	14. 
	In any emergency or close quarter situation 

	15. 
	If in doubt of vessels position

	16. 
	If there is a reduction in speed or if there is any circumstance that may affect the ETA

	17. 
	When the soundings disagree with the soundings on the chart along vessel’s track, or any other indication of shallow water not on the chart

	18. 
	If the OOW observes any sudden change in the sea, such as sudden swell, or discoloration which may indicate shoals or other danger

	19. 
	When a significant change of weather parameters is noticed such as sudden shift in wind direction and/or increase in wind speed or if barometer pressure drops significantly

	20. 
	If any of the signs associated with a tropical revolving storm are observed

	21. 
	If any navigation warning or weather information is received which can affect safety of vessel

	22. 
	If the OOW is feeling unwell or fatigued or unable to stay alert for any reason whatsoever or any serious irregularity in preparing to relieve or surrender the watch

	23. 
	If oil is seen around the vessel from whatever source

	24. 
	If OOW is having difficulty in coping with monitoring ship’s position and collision avoidance functions simultaneously

	25. 
	When the OOW feels the need to have additional bridge team resources

	26. 
	When point or time the Master instructed is reached

	27. 
	When an incident has occurred resulting in any injury to personnel or damage to equipment

	28. 
	If any damage, suspected damage or abnormal condition of cargo is noticed

	29. 
	In any cases when the situation is beyond the experience or control of the OOW or if there is any doubt regarding the safety of the ship, or prevention of pollution or ability to comply with regulatory requirements

	30. 
	When a "give way vessel" comes within 15 minutes of the allowable CPA without significant bearing change, and all communication attempts to determine that vessel’s intentions have failed



If the Master needs to be called, particularly where there is concern about the safety of the ship, this should be done early enough to allow the Master sufficient time to understand and respond effectively to the situation.

Failing to call the Master in a timely manner can lead to an increased level of risk in relation to:  
· Collision
· Grounding
· Safety of life
· Damage to the environment
· Vessel delays
· Cargo leaks or spills
· Property damage
· Commercial losses; or 
· Reputation losses due to delays or damage.
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